
University of North Texas | 1 
 

PADM 5300: Introduction to Urban Planning  

Lauren Ames Fischer, Ph.D. (Assistant Professor) 

Office Location: 204K Chilton Hall 

Office Hours: Wednesday, 4 – 6 PM; also available by appointment   

Email: Lauren.Fischer@unt.edu 

Phone Number: (940) 369-8424 

 

Valencia Prentice (Teaching Assistant) 

Office Location: 116A Chilton Hall 

Office Hours: Tuesday, 1 – 3 PM  

Email: valenciaprentice@my.unt.edu  

  

Course Description 

Urban Planning is the process of analyzing, designing and distributing public resources to produce 

equitable and sustainable outcomes. At its best, urban planning daylights the frameworks and systems 

that shape cities and the lives of people within them. At its worst, planning has been used as a tool of 

segregation and control. Why are some cities more livable than others? How does the built environment 

influence human behavior and interaction? Which forms of governance create synergistic relationships 

across the public, private and civic sectors? What kind of professional knowledge and expertise help to 

enhance the sustainability and quality of cities and regions? These are the questions that interest and 

motivate planners.  

In this course, we will examine the evolution of urban planning as both a professional endeavor and a 

collective practice. We will investigate how the physical, economic and social development of cities 

created historical and contemporary antecedents for urban planning. We will assess the evolution of 

planning goals, strategies and practices across a variety of contexts, paying particular attention to how 

professional competency has changed over time. We will examine the different types of plans – land 

use, environmental, transportation, economic development, housing and historic preservation, and 

community development – and the techniques used to prepare and implement them. We will debate 

the complexities and challenges of a profession and field of study that coalesces politics, economics, 

law, human behavior, social advocacy, design, environment science and the common good.     

Course Objectives 

By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Discuss how urban planning impacts the physical, economic and social development of society;    

2. Understand the techniques and tools of urban planning practice;   

3. Be fluent in the terminology, major issues and debates of planning;   

4. Leverage planning tools and processes to make changes in their community.   
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Required Reading:  

- Sanyal, B., Vale, L. J., & Rosan, C. D. (Eds.). (2012). Planning ideas that matter: Livability, 

territoriality, governance, and reflective practice. MIT Press. ISBN: 9780262517683 (listed as 

Planning Ideas in assignment calendar) 

- Duerksen, C., Dale, G. C., & Elliott, D. L. (2019). The citizen's guide to planning: Fourth Edition. 

Routledge. ISBN: 9781351179669 (listed as APA in assignment calendar) 

- Articles, reports and other materials provided via Canvas 

Course Assignments 

This is a graduate level survey course that meets once a week on Thursday evening. Class meetings will 

include a mixture of activities, lectures, guest speakers, site visits and group work. Your grade is based 

on the following components, described in detail below:  

 Percentage of 
Final Grade 

Due Date 

Planning Meeting Summary 10% Varied 

Discussion Board Postings (5)  15% Weeks 4 - 8 
Midterm Exam (October 24) 20% October 31 

Participation 

 Discussion Facilitation    

 In-Class Engagement + Activities  

 
15% 
10% 

 
Weeks 3 - 11 

Group Project  

 Final Presentation 

 Final Report 

 
10% 
20% 

 
December 12 

Total Points Possible 100%  
 

Planning Meeting Summary – You will attend one planning meeting in a community of your choosing 

during the semester. After attending, please provide a 3-page summary that includes the meeting place, 

date and time, summarizes the major issues or topics discussed and identifies major stakeholder’s 

involved (or conspicuously absent) from the meeting. Based on this meeting, what appear to be the 

major planning issues in this community? What, if anything, is being done to address those issues? 

Planning Board meetings are regularly scheduled and posted on municipal websites. Papers should be 

uploaded to Canvas.    

Discussion Board Postings – You will receive an individual grade reflecting the quality of your Discussion 

board postings on Canvas during Weeks 4 – 8. For each of these weeks, you will compose a summary of 

how the readings relate to issues in your neighborhood of focus, critically reflect on the themes of the 

week and identify at least two questions you have for further investigation into this topic for your 

neighborhood of focus or for urban areas more generally.    

Midterm Exam – A mixture of short answer, and multiple-choice questions based on the readings, guest 

lectures, site visits and in-class activities from Week 1 – Week 9.   

Discussion Facilitation – An important skill in planning is the ability to summarize and communicate 

information to the public in an accessible manner. Throughout the semester, pairs of students will be 
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responsible for facilitating class discussion on a selection of the week’s readings and/or important legal 

cases, legislation and debates related to the week’s topic. Student facilitators will have 10 minutes to 

present on the assigned day and all facilitated sessions should include discussion questions or other 

interactive activities that expand upon the assigned readings. For fairness, students have been randomly 

assigned topics and presentation dates on Canvas.  

In-Class Engagement and Activities. The other half of your participation grade will be based on your 

engagement with in-class activities, guest speakers and class discussions. For more details on what 

constitutes ‘A’ quality participation, please see the Participation Rubric posted on Canvas.    

Neighborhood Analysis Group Project. Throughout the semester we will be working in small groups on 

a neighborhood analysis for a local client who would like additional information for an upcoming project 

involving street sign toppers. Using the tools and information provided in class, students will conduct 

historical research, analyze existing planning and policy documents, identify important stakeholders and 

community organizations, conduct a visual study and discuss major planning issues for their assigned 

neighborhood area. Students will also be asked to assess how the city’s new zoning code and Denton 

2030 comprehensive plan will impact their assigned neighborhood and to make recommendations for 

future policy interventions.         

Course Schedule   

 Topic and Activities Readings and Assignments   

8/29 Course Overview Klosterman, R. Arguments for and Against Planning. 
The Town Planning Review, Vol. 56, No. 1 (January 
1985): 5 – 20     

9/5 Planning History 101 
 
In-Class Activity on Urban Growth 
(Eagle Commons Library)  
   

APA, Chapter 1 
 
Abbot, C. Planning Chicago. Encyclopedia of 
Chicago Online.   
  
1909 Plan of Chicago, Chapters, 1, 7 and 8 
 
Peterson, J. The birth of city planning in the United 
States, 1840–1917. Journal of the American 
Planning Association (Spring 2009): 123.  

9/12 Planning Tools and Processes  
 
Group Project Assignments 

Scott, J. Seeing Like A State, Chapter 2 (53 – 83)  
 
Forester, J. Planning in the Face of Power, Chapter 
1 (3 – 13) 
 
Denton 2030 Comprehensive Plan 
 
APA, Chapters 2, 3 and 5 

9/19 Livability: History and Theory 
 
Guest Speaker: Randy Hunt, Historic 
Denton.   

Planning Ideas, Chapters 2 and 4 
 

Scott, J. Chapter 4 (103-146) 
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Jacobs, J. The Death and Life of Great American 
Cities. Intro (3-25) and Chapter 15 (270 – 290)   

 
APA, Chapter 4 

9/26 Land Use Planning  
 
 
 

Discussion Post: Neighborhood Analysis 
 
Swan, H. “How Zoning Helps Real Estate and 
Business: How Zoning Helps Real Estate”. The 
American Architect (Feb 18, 1920): 216. 

 
Talen, E. City Rules, Chapter 2 (19 – 36) and Chapter 
6 (175 – 200) 
 
Rothstein, R. The Color of Law, Chapter 3 (39 -57) 
and Chapter 5 (77 – 91)  

10/3 Transport Planning, Smart Growth 
and Sustainable Development   

Discussion Post: Neighborhood Analysis   
 
Planning Ideas, Chapter 6  

 
Black, A. The Chicago area transportation study: A 
case study of rational planning. Journal of Planning 
Education and Research 10.1 (1990): 27-37 

 
Bruegeman, R. Sprawl: A Compact History, Chapters 
1, 2 and 3 (17 – 41) and Chapter 6 (96-112) 
 
World Class Streets: Remaking New York City’s 
Public Realm. New York City Department of 
Transportation Strategic Plan (2008) 

10/10 Housing and Historic Preservation 
 
Guest Speaker: Janay Tieken, 
Housing and Community 
Development Manager, McKinney, 
Texas  

Discussion Post: Neighborhood Analysis  
 
Lazin, F. The Failure of Federal Enforcement of Civil 
Rights Regulations in Public Housing, 1963 – 1971: 
The Co-optation for a Federal Agency by its Local 
Constituency. Policy Sciences 4 (1973): 263-273 
 
News Articles posted on Canvas (4)  
 
National Low Income Housing Coalition. The Gap: A 
Shortage of Affordable Homes, March 2017   

10/17 Economic and Community 
Development Planning 
 
Site Visit: Rayzor Ranch  

Discussion Post: Neighborhood Analysis  
 
Planning Ideas, Chapter 7 
 
Denton Chronicle Article  

 
Florida, R. Cities and the Creative Class. City & 
Community (March 2003): 3 - 19 
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Rubin, H. Shoot Anything that Flies; Claim Anything 
that Falls: Conversations with Economic 
Development Practitioners. Economic Development 
Quarterly 2 (1988): 236 – 251 

10/24 Governance: History and Theory 
 

Discussion Post: Neighborhood Analysis  
 
Planning Ideas, Chapter 8 and 10  
 
Davidoff, P. Advocacy and Pluralism in Planning. 
Journal of the American Institute of Planners 31 
(1965): 331 - 338 

 
APA, Chapter 7 
 
Article on Canvas (TBD) 

10/31 Midterm 
Group Project Work Session 

Midterm Exam  

11/7 Globalization of Planning: Colonial 
Cities and International 
Development 
 
Neighborhood Site Visit (6 – 7PM) 

Rist, G. The history of development, Chapter 4 (69-
92)  

 
Robinson, Jennifer. Ordinary Cities: Between 
Modernity and Development, Intro (1 - 12)  

 
Njoh, A.J. Urban planning as a tool of power and 
social control in colonial Africa. Planning 
Perspectives 24.3 (2009): 301-317.  

 
Caldeira, Teresa PR. Fortified Enclaves: The New 
Urban Segregation. Public culture 8.2 (1996): 303-
328. 

11/14 Spatial Equity, Social Justice and 
Right to the City 
 

Grengs, J. Community-Based Planning as a Source 
of Political Change: The Transit Equity Movement of 
Los Angeles’ Bus Riders Union. Journal of the 
American Planning Association 68 (2002): 165 – 178 
 
Day, K. Active Living and Social Justice. Journal of 
the American Planning Association 72 (2006): 88 – 
99 
 
Planning Ideas, Chapter 13 (333 - 357)  
 
APA, Chapter 8 (201 – 212) 

11/21 NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING  

11/28 Public Space and Urban Design  Levine, J. Contemporary Urban Planning, Chapter 
10 (172 – 206) 
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Whyte, W. The social life of small urban spaces. 
Conservation Foundation.  
 
Articles on Canvas (TBD) 

12/5 Student Interest Week (TBD) Articles on Canvas (TBD) 

12/12 Final Project Presentations  Neighborhood Analysis Due  

       

Teaching Philosophy 

Learning is a social activity; we all (students and instructors) share responsibility for the teaching and 

learning that we accomplish in each class. Active participation requires regular class attendance, fully 

completing and understanding assigned readings in advance of each class session and engaging in 

discussion by listening and speaking with others in a respectful and constructive exchange of ideas.  

Course Policies 

Assignment Policy 
Assignment due dates are listed in the syllabus and posted on Canvas. For each assignment, you can find 

instructions and additional materials (if relevant) on Canvas as Word or PDF Documents.  

Examination Policy  
We will have one, closed book Midterm in this course. You are expected to complete the exam 

individually but are encouraged to prepare for the exam with your classmates using the study guide 

posted on Canvas.    

Instructor Responsibilities and Feedback 

As the course instructors, we will clearly communicate course expectations, and evaluation procedures. 

We will provide comprehensive instructions for projects and assignments, promptly answer your 

questions about readings or assignments, help you identify different resources and keep course content 

updated. 

The best way to correspond with us is through email. Email communication provides an opportunity to 
practice drafting professional correspondence, and as such all emails should include a salutation, use 
appropriate language (not emoji’s) and end with a signature that includes your full name and preferred 
email address. We will reply to your emails within 24 hours during the week and by the end of the day 
on Monday for any emails sent over the weekend. If you plan to be absent from class for any reason, 
please email us in advance.  
 

Late Work  

Late assignments will not be accepted. Failure to deliver an assignment by the due date will result in 0 

points for that assignment. If unexpected circumstances prevent assignment completion on time (e.g. 

hospitalization, emergency travel), email the professor as soon as possible and hand in whatever you 

have completed by the due date.   

Attendance Policy 

Attendance is required and will be taken every week. If you are unable to attend class, please email me 
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in advance. Multiple absences will affect your ability to succeed in this class and students who are 

chronically late or absent may be referred to the program Chair.  

Syllabus Change Policy 

We reserve the right to make changes to the syllabus, including augmenting readings and adding 

activities. Any changes for a specific class meeting will be posted at least one week before the class, with 

notifications sent out to students via email and Canvas.  

UNT Policies 

Academic Integrity Policy 
According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students 

engage in behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, 

forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic 

penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University. [Insert specific 

sanction or academic penalty for specific academic integrity violation.] 

ADA Policy 
UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking 

accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their 

eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be 

delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may 

request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as 

early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a 

new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to 

implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA website 

(https://disability.unt.edu/). 
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